
ARTICLE 12
Appropriation, Borrowing & Home Rule Petition for Water Treatment Facility

• Designing and beginning construction of permanent 
facilities and infrastructure to remove PFAS from the water 
supply.

The article would also clarify the planned site of the Whit-
comb Ave. treatment plant is for water department use and 
is not conservation land.  LWD plans to seek Article 97 
conservation protection for land across Whitcomb Ave. in 
exchange for the new plant location.  This property, located 
in the Zone I aquifer protection area, is far more ecologically 
valuable and is currently being restored to its natural state.

LWD voluntarily tested its water sources for a family of 
chemical contaminants known as PFAS. The man-made 
pollutant was found in the Spectacle Pond well in June, and 
the most recent sampling in August also discovered it in the 
Whitcomb Ave. wells. The levels are below current federal and 
state guidance values. However, LWD plans to install PFAS 
�ltration to remove it.  

With a new treatment plant already planned for the Whit-
comb Ave. wells, LWD is exploring the option of piping 
Spectacle Pond well water to that facility for treatment.  This 
may be a more cost-e�ective option than building a second 
new treatment plant to replace the outdated Spectacle Pond 
facility. However, our consulting engineers are currently 
evaluating multiple options and LWD will proceed with the 
one identi�ed as the most expedient, e�ective, and �scally 
responsible.

For the next steps in this project, LWD is asking Town Meeting 
to approve up to $6 million for:

• Installing temporary, emergency facilities and infrastruc-
ture to reduce concentrations of PFAS in the near term.

• The technical expertise and personnel to manage the 
project.

• The operations infrastructure to provide customer service, 
billing and other management functions required to run a 
sewer district.

• A commitment to �scally responsible environmental 
stewardship and community development through smart 
infrastructure design and management. 

To read the memorandum of understanding between the 
selectmen and commissioners, visit lelwd.com.

The Board of Selectmen and the Board of Water Commission-
ers are seeking Town Meeting approval to transfer control 
and management of the Littleton Common Smart Sewer 
Project to the Board of Water Commissioners and the LWD. 

This article seeks Town Meeting approval of an amended 
home-rule petition that would then go to the Legislature and 
governor for enactment.  

The Board of Selectmen oversaw the creation of the Littleton 
Common Smart Sewer District and the application for state 
grants to partially fund the project.  As it enters the design, 
installation and operation phases, both boards agree it 
should be transferred to the Board of Water Commissioners 
because LWD has:

Visit lelwd.org and littletonma.org for additional information.

(Please refer to the Town Meeting Warrant for the text of the articles.)

ARTICLE 9
Amendment to Home Rule Petition Authorized by May 6, 2019 Annual Town Meeting

(Please refer to the Town Meeting Warrant for the text of the articles.)



Postal Patron or Boxholder
Littleton, MA 01460

The Littleton Board of Water Commissioners voted to 
take the following positions:

Unanimously support Article 9: Littleton Common Smart 
Sewer District

Unanimously support Article 12: Appropriation, 
Borrowing, and Home Rule Petition for Water Treatment 
Facility

The Special Town Meeting will be 7 p.m., Monday, October 
28, at the Littleton Middle School, 55 Russell Street.  I hope 
you �nd the enclosed information useful and encourage you 
to visit lelwd.org and littletonma.org for additional 
information.  You may also call LWD at 978-540-2222.

Sincerely,
James Karr
Chairman

Dear Residents of Littleton,

On Oct. 28th, Town Meeting voters will be asked to vote on 
two articles regarding the Littleton Water Department.  
Enclosed you will �nd information on the two projects.

The mission of the Littleton Water Department is to provide 
clean and reliable water to the ratepayers. We strive to be 
stewards of the environment to protect our town’s water 
resources, and we are always mindful of controlling expenses 
and the cost of delivering this resource to the ratepayers.  We 
believe the two articles further our mission of service to the 
community.

Important Notice
Littleton Town Meeting is Oct. 28

39 Ayer Road, PO Box 2406
Littleton, MA 01460

978-540-2222

Office Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. 6:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Closed Fridays

www.LELWD.com
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Two Articles Proposed by Littleton Water Department
Information Enclosed


