
Providing sewer service for the Littleton Common area is a community 
priority.  A Needs Assessment has identi�ed the high-density Littleton 
Common area and environmentally sensitive Beaver Brook area as most 
in need of sewer. The lack of sewer limits business growth and releases 
nitrates that impact water quality and the environment.

While considering the need for sewer with the �nancial impact on 
property owners and the town, the Board of Water Commissioners has identi�ed a plan that meets 
the primary goal of sewering Littleton Common, while also allowing for future expansion.

In this project update, you will read about the town’s current sewer system, how it can be upgraded 
to meet the Littleton Common needs, and a proposed footprint of an expanded sewer system.  
LELWD sta� and engineering consultants continue to work on cost scenarios to understand options 
for funding the project.  The funding options will be the subject of a project update next month.

Read the executive summary 
& full Wastewater Needs

Assessment on lelwd.com.

Visit lelwd.org for additional information. April 2021

Properties & Pipes

Pipes deliver sewage from 
properties to the sewer main for 
transport to the wastewater 
treatment plant.

Treatment Plant

The wastewater treatment plant 
treats the e�uent, so it is safe to 
return to the environment.

E�uent Recharge Site

Treated e�uent is piped from the 
treatment plant to an e�uent 
recharge site – a large leach �eld 
below ground.  The clean e�uent 
is released into the ground and 
�ltered through sand.

Extending Sewer to Littleton Common

Basics of a Sewer System

Project Update



Littleton already has a sewer system serving six 
municipal buildings, including the town hall, the 
library and the high school.  The town is the sole 
customer and pays the operating costs.   The 
mini-municipal system includes an obsolete waste-
water treatment plant and an aged recharge site 
adjacent to the high school.  Whether sewer is 
extended to the Common or not, the mini-municipal 
system needs a new treatment plant and recharge 
site, which is the responsibility of the town taxpay-
ers since the town is the sole customer.

Did you know Littleton already
has a sewer system?

Recharge Site: A project is underway to build 
a larger recharge site adjacent to the high 
school. When complete, a playing �eld will sit 
atop it.  Town Meeting approved the $2.6 
million project, which received a $1.5 million 
MassWorks grant to defray the town’s costs.  
This project was needed regardless of any 
future sewer expansion and will be large 
enough to accommodate additional use.   

Critical upgrades to existing sewer system underway

New Treatment Plant: The treatment plant for 
the mini-municipal sewer system is near the end 
of its lifespan.  A new treatment plant should be 
constructed o� the high school premises.   The 
cost of a new treatment plant, at the proposed 
location of 242 King Street, is $6.25 million for 
20,000 gallons per day (the same size as the 
current plant).  For $9.25 million, the capacity of 
the plant increases to 50,000 gpd, enough to 
handle the expansion of the system to the 
Common area. Negotiations to acquire 242 King 
Street for the treatment plant are ongoing.



The existing sewer system serves six municipal buildings. The new, larger 
wastewater treatment plant and recharge site will be able to serve the town 
buildings and add private properties.

The LELWD sta�, a Sewer Working Group, the Board of Water Commission-
ers and the Select Board have reviewed multiple options. The goal is to 
expand sewer to areas around the Common and the existing sewer system, 
including nearby commercial/business properties and residences, which 
may opt-out of connecting to the sewer depending on the age and condi-
tion of the septic systems.

Expanding the sewer to include portions of King Street and Great Road in the Common area (known as 
Phase 1A Spine ) seeks to meet the goals of providing economic development and environmental protec-
tion. Work is ongoing to understand the total cost of the project and analyze options for raising the funds. 

Expanding the Sewer System Footprint

This map shows the proposed expansion of the existing Littleton municipal building sewer system to 
include 57 commercial/business properties and 53 residential parcels on King Street, Great Road and Russell 
Street. Known as the Phase 1A Spine, the parcels in yellow are proposed to be included in the sewer district. 
Residential properties would have the ability to opt out of connecting to the sewer system depending on 
the age and condition of their septic systems.  Sewage would be transported westerly to a new wastewater 
treatment plant at 242 King Street, and treated e�uent would be piped to the new recharge site under a 
playing �eld at the high school.

Proposed Sewer Expansion

The next project update 
in May will look at the 
proposed project costs 
and funding options.

Up Next: 



• Increase economic development in areas hamstrung by reliance on inadequate 
septic systems on small parcels of land.  Commercial properties limited by septic 
cannot be utilized to their full potential under existing zoning.  

• Remove septic systems as a source of pollution and restore negatively impacted 
areas.  Septic systems can be a source of surface and groundwater pollution, 
including increased nitrate and phosphate levels.

• The town already faces the cost of constructing a new wastewater treatment plant 
and e�uent recharge site for the existing sewer system serving municipal build-
ings along King and Russell streets. The capacity of both could be increased to 
meet the needs of an expanded sewer system.  Sections of the current sewer 
system would be incorporated into the new system.

Important Update on Sewer Expansion Project
Inside: Map shows parcels along proposed route

Read this special message about the future of
sewer in Littleton and join the discussion.

How Will Sewer Bene�t Littleton?

The future of a sewer system 
needs to be a community 
decision.  Please review this 
project update and then visit 
lelwd.com for the more in-depth 
Wastewater Need Assessment.

Then let us know your opinion 
and suggestions for moving 
forward.
  
Email: info@lelwd.com

Mail: P.O. Box 2406
Littleton, MA 01460

Join the
Discussion

Littleton, MA 01460
Postal Patron or Boxholder


