
Spectacle Pond Well Water Tested Below PFAS Limits in 

April 

Water from LELWD’s Spectacle Pond well tested below state limits on six PFAS 

chemical compounds in April, according to a lab analysis. LELWD had to increase 

Spectacle Pond output last month to meet consumer demand while the Beaver Brook 

wells were turned off for maintenance. 

In 2019, LELWD first detected PFAS in Spectacle Pond at levels above the state limit of 

20 parts per trillion (ppt). In response, LELWD implemented a short-term solution that 

reduced Spectacle Pond well production and blending its output with water from Beaver 

Brook wells. The resulting blend meets the state’s drinking water standards. 

Last month, the Beaver Brook wells were taken offline to complete deferred 

maintenance.  LELWD informed consumers in advance of the expectation that demand 

for water would require increased use of the undiluted Spectacle Pond well. While this 

raised the possibility of a short-term elevation of PFAS levels, test samples taken by 

LELWD of the Spectacle Pond well water in April showed PFAS levels of 17.96 ppt, 

below the state limit. 

Later this year, LELWD will kick off construction of a new treatment plant to remove 

PFAS, iron and manganese as a long-term solution for removing the chemicals and 

minerals.  If increased use of Spectacle Pond becomes necessary to meet an increased 

consumer demand this summer, LELWD will notify consumers. 

“We wish to thank all of our consumers for their patience and understanding as we work 

toward a permanent fix for removing PFAS and nuisance minerals.  We will soon break 

ground on both the new Whitcomb Avenue treatment plant and the new water main 

delivering water from the Spectacle Pond well.  Residences may experience temporary 

traffic inconveniences, but the result will be clean, quality water that is fully treated for all 

of our consumers,” said Nick Lawler, general manager of LELWD. 

LELWD water consumers with questions about their service may call 978-540-2222 or 

visit lelwd.com/pfas for more information. 
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