
The current proposal for expanding the Littleton sewer 
system would encompass Littleton 
Common and serve commercial, municipal 
and residential properties within its 
boundaries.  An explanation of the 
proposed sewer system was mailed to 
Littleton residents in April.  

In this project update, the total estimated 
cost of the proposed sewer system and a 
breakdown of the estimated cost by 
component are presented.  The estimated cost of 
upgrading and expanding the existing sewer
system is $27,750,000, according to CDM Smith, the 

project engineers.

E�orts are underway to secure federal 
funding for this infrastructure project.  
Absent additional federal or state funding, 
engineers and LELWD sta� continue to 
review options for raising the revenue to 
�nance construction through betterment 
charges assessed on properties served by 
the sewer and from the town’s tax base.  
Revenue options will be presented when 

more information is available.  There are no plans to 
bring a sewer-related construction funding article to 
the spring 2021 town meeting.

LELWD plans to host an online sewer forum on June 9 at 7 p.m.  Information on joining the live webinar will be 
available on lelwd.com closer to the event.  The forum will also be broadcast on LCTV. 

The forum will review the proposed route of the expanded sewer system, the cost estimates and options for 
�nancing the construction. Residents are invited to attend, provide comments on the project plan and ask 
questions.

Project Update: Estimated Costs of Proposed Sewer System Expansion

Project Cost by Component

Online Sewer Forum Planned for June 9

The estimated cost of upgrading and expanding the existing sewer system to encompass the
Littleton Common area. 

* Projected costs are the Opinion of Probable Project Cost as calculated by CDM Smith, the project engineers.
  Costs are estimated in 2023 dollars.

Littleton Common Sewer System Component Projected Cost*

Collection - Sewer mains that move wastewater by gravity to pump stations.

Conveyance to Treatment - Pump stations and force mains to transport waste-
water to the treatment plant.

Treatment – Construction of a new treatment plant with a capacity of 50,000 
gallons per day.

Conveyance to E�uent Recharge – Sewer mains to transport treated e�uent to 
be released in the new underground recharge site.

$5,800,000

$6,550,000

$9,500,000

$5,900,000

Total Estimated Project Cost $27,750,000
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Proposed Littleton Common Sewer System 
The proposed plan upgrades and expands the existing 
sewer system currently serving six municipal buildings.  It 
will more than double in capacity and serve properties on 
Great Road and King Street, in the area of Littleton 
Common, as well as Russell Street.  

The number of total sewer 
customers is measured in EDUs, 
Equivalent Dwelling Units.  A 
property is assigned a number of 
EDUs based on the size of the 
water meter. A single-family 
residence is one EDU while a 
building the size of Littleton High 
School would represent 10 EDUs. 

The expanded sewer system 
would include:

• Municipal – 25 EDUs
• Residential – 86 EDUs
• Non-Residential – 84 EDUs

System Overview:
• Construct a new 50,000 gallon per day wastewater 

treatment plant to replace the existing, obsolete, 
20,000-gpd facility.  

• Build a new recharge site (a large leach �eld), a 
project already underway because it is needed 
whether or not the system expansion proceeds.  
The $2.5 million cost is already funded and not 
included in the sewer project cost estimate 
presented here.

• Add business and residential properties to the 
system, focusing on the major roads that intersect 
at the Littleton Common and Russell Street, where 
the existing sewer serves the school buildings.


