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A state grant will pay more than $4 
million toward building the new 
Whitcomb Avenue water treatment 
plant. The new facility will protect 
water quality and public health by 
ensuring treatment of the town’s 
public water supply prior to delivery 
to consumers.

“This is great news for the ratepay-
ers and the LELWD staff who are 
working hard to manage project 
costs. The state grant recognizes 
the importance of the water treat-
ment plant to improving water 
quality and ensuring public health,” 
said James Karr, Chairman of the 
Board of Water Commissioners.

The new 10,500-square-foot water 
treatment plant under construction 
on Whitcomb Avenue will remove 
PFAS chemical compounds, iron 
and manganese. The plant will 
treat water from two Whitcomb 
Avenue wells and the Spectacle 
Pond well, handling up to 1.8 million 
gallons per day.

The project cost, budgeted at $24.5 
million, is financed through a State 
Revolving Fund loan with a zero 
percent interest rate. The grant 
comes in the form of a 20% loan 
forgiveness, meaning LELWD will 
repay 80% of the loan.  If LELWD 
borrows the full amount of 
$24,534,937, the grant forgives 
$4,906,987 of the loan.

Littleton’s grant is one of 52 projects 
awarded a total $66.8 million, the 

Massachusetts Clean Water Trust 
recently announced, calling the recipi-
ents vital water infrastructure projects 
that protect water quality, public 
health and the environment.

The project broke ground in June 2021 
and is expected to be completed in 
Spring 2023. The project was supported 
by the Littleton Select Board, Board of 
Health, Conservation Commission, 
Finance Committee and Town Meeting.

Despite the presence of PFAS in the 
Spectacle Pond well, Littleton’s public 
water supply is a safe and reliable 
source of drinking water. Regular 
testing shows Littleton’s water, as 
delivered to consumers, meets all 
MassDEP standards and is safe for all 
consumers.

PFAS is an acronym for per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances, a family of 
chemical compounds known for their 
non-stick properties and resistance to 
breaking down in the environment. 
PFAS have been linked to numerous 
health effects. For more information, 
visit lelwd.com/pfas.

Senior Grab-n-Go
LELWD’s annual senior luncheon 
drew 200 senior citizens from Littleton 
and Boxborough. The grab-and-go 
style lunch, hosted by Il Forno, 
featured a turkey dinner with 
stuffing, mashed potatoes and 
cranberry sauce. Commissioners 
James Karr and Ivan Pagacik helped 
LELWD staff package and load the 
meals into seniors’ cars.

LELWD has earned the American 
Public Power Association’s Safety 
Award for Excellence for safe 
operating practices in 2021. LELWD 
reported zero injuries and roughly 
87,445 total worker-hours last year.

Pat Laverty, LELWD Engineering and 
Operations Manager, (pictured 
center) received the award from 
APPA Vice President of Technical 
and Operations Services Alex 
Hofmann (left) and Chairman of 
APPA’s Safety Committee Bob 
Scudder, at the APPA conference in 
Austin, Texas, last month.

APPA Safety Award
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Tree PlantingsLELWD Ranks in Top 25% of Electric Utilities

Introducing the New Sustainable Home Program

LELWD received national recognition in 
April for achieving exceptional electric 
reliability last year. Littleton ranked 
among the top 25 percent of electric 
utilities in the nation. 

The 2021 Certificate of Excellence in 
Reliability comes from the American 
Public Power Association, a trade 
group that represents more than 2,000 
not-for-profit, community-owned 
electric utilities.

APPA helps electric utilities track power 
outage and restoration data through 
its subscription-based eReliability 
Tracker service. Once per year, APPA’s 
Reliability Team compares this data to 
national statistics tracked by the U.S. 

Energy Information Administration for 
all types of electric utilities.

“Once again, public power utilities 
have demonstrated their commit-
ment to providing highly reliable 
power to their customers.” said Alex 
Hofmann, APPA’s Vice President of 
Technical and Operations Services. 

“We commend these utilities for their 
hard work when it comes to keeping 
the lights on in their communities.”

Nationwide, the average public 
power customer has their lights out 
for less than half the amount of time 
that customers of other types of 
utilities do.

LELWD celebrated Earth 
Day on April 22 with the 
launch of its new Sustain-
able Home Program to 
help its energy customers 

save money and reduce the use of 
fossil fuels. LELWD electric customers 
can save on home energy-saving 

projects, such as weatherization, 
insulation, and even conversion from 
fossil fuel to all electric heating 
systems. It all starts with scheduling a 
free home energy assessment and 
then following the recommendations. 

Visit lelwd.com for more information.

Visit www.LELWD.com to learn more about us.  Find LELWD on     

Linemen RJ Rooks, Mike Dutcher, 
and Tom Guillot represented LELWD 
in the APPA Lineman Rodeo during 
its annual conference. The Lineman 
Rodeo competition “showcases the 
public power line worker skill and 
knowledge,” according to APPA. 
“At the Rodeo, journeyman and 
apprentice line workers compete for 
professional recognition, attend 
training courses, and practice 
essential skills in a safe environment.”

Linemen Train & Test Skills

Residential Rate Comparisons
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